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From Science to Politics; the British Columbia Government Ends the Grizzly Bear Hunt 
 
On December 18, 2017, the provincial government announced an end to grizzly bear hunting in 
British Columbia.  This decision completely undermines scientific management of wildlife and is a 
strong departure from the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. Independent scientific 
studies and Auditor General Carol Bellringer’s report confirm the sustainability of the BC grizzly 
bear hunt.  
 
By ending the grizzly bear hunt, British Columbia loses its main source of revenue used to conserve 
grizzly bears and their habitat. The government currently has no plans to replace this revenue and 
find an alternative solution to managing these populations.  The WSSBC is alarmed and concerned 
that the provincial government has no plans to address the conservation challenges grizzly bears 
face, including habitat encroachment through land-use patterns and activities .The government has 
not given any consideration about the negative ecological impacts this decision will have on all 
wildlife species.  
 
The WSSBC has been involved in the consultation process after the government’s announcement to 
ban the ‘trophy hunting of grizzly bears’. Throughout this consultative process the WSSBC and other 
stakeholders were engaged in discussions regarding ‘trophy parts’ and were assured by government 
that there were no plans to end the grizzly bear hunt. The sudden change in regulation, without 
consultation, shows the government cannot act in good-faith on behalf of its citizens. The provincial 
wide end of the grizzly bear hunt completely undermines the transparency of government decision 
making in British Columbia.  
 
This decision was based solely on a political agenda and emotionally charged rhetoric funded by non 
government organizations. The WSSBC believes there is absolutely no place for politics in wildlife 
management.  
 
In the coming months the WSSBC will continue to engage with government and support the 
scientific management of wildlife and transparent decision making processes in British Columbia.  
 
 
Yours in conservation,  
   
Rodney Zeeman,  
President 
Wild Sheep Society of BC 
 
 

 

 

 

The mission of the Wild Sheep Society of BC is to promote and enhance wild sheep and wild sheep habitat 

throughout British Columbia 
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