
Home Sweet Home 
 

Let’s talk shelters.  So many choices, not only in brand names but in styles.  I will concentrate 
here on shelters that are suitable for backpack mountain hunting.  In other words, shelters that 
won’t buckle your knees when you add them to your pack. 
 
We as sheep hunters are living in fortunate times, as we are experiencing a renaissance in tent 
design and materials utilized.  This has resulted in tents/shelters that are more durable, lighter 
and available in a greater variety of designs.  I have personal experience with the traditional 
dome tent, a tunnel tent and a tarp tent.  Our go-to tent, is dependent on the timing of the hunt.        
 

 
                                                   Cuben Fiber Shelter 
                                                                                                                                                           
My partner and I bought a tarp tent constructed of cuben fiber a few years back, and we couldn’t 
be happier with the performance. The manufacturer is Bear Paw and the model is the PyraTent.  
It weighs a mere 16 oz and packs up to the size of a large school binder. Being only a single 
layer shelter, the bottom of the perimeter is cut  6” short off the ground, this aids in ventilation.  
Cuban fiber is very durable but does not breath at all, so be prepared to wipe off the inner wall 
of condensation a couple of times per night.  We elected to have the manufacturer add a bug 
net around the bottom for obvious reasons. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
We choose this shelter for our August sheep hunts, where we envision wind and rain not to be 



an issue.  However, I have spent literally days in this shelter because of biblical rain, without any 
concerns. I would imagine this style of shelter wouldn’t fair well in 40 mph winds, on top of a 
mountain, without a wind break.  There are a number of companies making non traditional 
shelters in multiple designs, from straight tarps to tipi style and many other shapes in between.   
 
Our mid to late season choice, is a four man, four season, Hilleberg Nallo 3 GT tunnel tent, 
weighing in at a previously unheard of 6 lbs 13 oz.  When you include a very generous 
vestibule, this tent is indeed an amazing choice.  You will be comfortable, dry, and sleep well, 
knowing a 40 mph wind will not shred it to pieces.  The tunnel design lowers the tent profile and 
therefore, lessens the wind effect, however, there is a compromise.  The compromise being, 
head room is lower than the standard dome style.  As well a tent of this style has a large 
footprint and you may have less choices of spots to set it up in comparison to the tipi shelter.    
 

 
                                                 Hilleberg Tunnel Tent 
 
 
Dome tents, they have been around for decades and are still a great choice.  Generally the 
greater the cost, the lower the weight.    Dome tents can be inexpensive, but I would stick with 
the mid price and higher end choices. Usually the cheaper department store tents lack a full 
length fly and taped seams, both of these features are a must, in my opinion.  Unless your 



planning late season hunts, I would choose a 3 season tent, as opposed to a 4.  Not only will a 
4 season tent be heavier, it will also be more expensive and possibly breath less.  If I didn’t want 
to spend the money on an expensive tent, I would scour the internet for a used higher end tent, 
instead of settling for a new cheaper option.  The good news is, sheep hunters tend to be gear 
junkies and are always looking for the next best thing, which means, you can buy their last best 
thing, at a significant discount. 
 
Gone are the days of having a choice of nylon or nylon, although nylon still has it’s place on the 
mountain, we have a few more options that might suit our needs better.  At some point you will 
need to decide whether you want nylon, cuban fiber, SilNylon etc.  
 
As the saying goes “ learn from the mistakes of others, because you won’t live long enough to 
make them all yourself “.  Following is a list of mistakes I have made or heard of others making. 
 

1. Not setting up your tent at home prior to your arrival in the back country.  I have heard of 
this numerous times.  Hunters arriving on top of the mountain, only to find out they are 
missing a critical item or items, necessary for the erection of their tent. 

2. Not re-sealing the seams.  After a couple of seasons, the seams tend to break down and 
require a new coating of sealant.  

3. Don’t store your tent wet.  Almost always when you break camp, your tent will be wet or 
damp.  Don’t pack your tent and then forget about it until the next hunt.  This will result in 
mold and rot.  Unpack your tent at home, and then spread it out in a heated area for a 
day or two.  Clean off any dirt or stains while your at it. 

4. Practice setting up your tent at home, until you are proficient.  On a dark rainy night 
without directions and practice, it may be easier to solve Middle East peace than make 
that jumble of material resemble a tent. 

 
I carry a small amount of tenacious tape, which will stop any tear from getting larger.  It can be 
used on bug screen, nylon, and cuben fiber.  This tape can be used for many other fixes around 
camp as well. 
 
Happy Trails, 
 
Mike Kirk 
 
 


